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its career as one of the most densely populated spots of the entire
northern continent
Between the Sierra Nevada and the actual range of the Rockies
lies an enormous valley consisting of three parts. In the north
lies the Columbia plateau which sends the Snake river and the
Columbia river to the Pacific, and in the south it is bordered by
the Wasatch mountains and the Colorado plateau through which
the Colorado river has dug its famous canyon. Between these two
plateaux lies the depression known as the Great Basin, which the
Mormons chose as their permanent place of residence after they
had been forced to flee from the eastern part of the United States
and which, in spite of its lack of moisture (the Great Sak Lake
is full of water, but it is much saltier than the ocean), they have
in less than a single century been able to turn into a most profit-
able venture.
That this entire region is of a highly volcanic nature and that
it must have been shaken about considerably is shown by the fact
that from the bottom of the Death Valley, which is 276 feet below
the surface of the ocean, one can sec the top of that Mount Whit-
ney which, as I have said, is the highest peak (14,496 feet) of the
United States, excluding Alaska.
To the east of the Rockies lies that tremendous plain which on
the north is bounded by the Arctic Ocean, on the south by the
Gulf of Mexico, and on the east by the Laurentian highlands of
Labrador and the Appalachians of the United States. That part,
of the world alone could, if brought under proper cultivation,
feed the entire population of our globe. The so-called Great
Plains (where the Rockies gradually slope off into the flat
country) and the Central Plains, through which the Mississippi
and the Missouri and the Ohio and the Arkansas and the Red
rivers flow to the Gulf of Mexico, are one vast granary. The
northern part is less well favoured because here tie rivers, the
Mackenzie and the Athabasca and the Saskatchewan and the
Albany river, all lose themselves either in the Arctic Ocean or in
Hudson Bay and are therefore only of local importance, being
frozen up for the greater part of each year. But the Missouri,
which rises near the Yellowstone Park in Montana, and Ac